Tell me, what is TWIG?








TWIG often finds its way into the weekend bulletin … but after a question from a parishioner who was new to the parish – we thought that it wouldn’t hurt to recount the aims and the history of the group.

TWIG was formed on 15th August, 1978 as a committee within Holy Saviour parish after the Parish Pastoral Council decided that there was a need to have an outreach group who would assist the newly formed parish to form relationships with what was then called “The Third World”.  Over the years the aims have been shaped.  They are:

· To raise the awareness of parishioners to the situation in the “Third World” (now “developing world”) and to social justice issues in general.

· To independently select appropriate aid projects - with these being put forward by parishioners where possible

· To co-ordinate the collection of funds for Project Compassion.

· To lobby government to produce social justice outcomes

Over the past thirty - seven years TWIG has supported projects in many countries and raised many thousands of dollars thanks to the generosity of Holy Saviour parishioners.  Every cent of these funds has gone directly to the aid projects chosen, ranging from wells in Lombok, Indonesia, for clean drinking water – to providing scholarships for the education of impoverished El Salvadoran children.

In conjunction with these projects TWIG has supported the annual Caritas Project Compassion Appeal and other recognized non-government organizations that work in poverty-stricken and disaster affected countries — this year Nepal and Vanuatu.  TWIG has also established a sister community relationship with a Base Christian Community in San Salvador comprising young people seeking protection, education and an opportunity to move away from the gangs of the city.  This community is called Santa Cecilia.

A major emphasis, however, has been providing an insight into the real life situations faced by people in the developing world.  To this end, TWIG has invited many knowledgeable speakers to address the group and parishioners.  It has also held forums on aid projects and social justice topics.  These speakers have included:

Archbishop Penman, the Anglican Archbishop of Melbourne

Fr. Brian Gore, a Columban missionary speaking on the Philippines

Dr. Alex Kenworthy, speaking on poverty in Melbourne

Fr. Bob Maguire, speaking on homeless youth

Fr. Frank Brennan, speaking on Aboriginal Reconciliation

Moira Kelly, an international aid worker speaking on the children in Bosnia

Juan Rojas, an El Salvadoran speaker on the Base Christian Communities

Moses Havini, speaking on human rights abuses in Bougainville

Senator Don Chipp, speaking on the morality of Foreign Policy

Fr. Stephen Curtin, a Jesuit speaking on landmines in Cambodia

Elizabeth Exposto, on human rights abuses in East Timor

Sr. Frances Boston, speaking on women in Botswana

David Spittler, speaking on asylum seekers in the Dandenong region

Sr. Vilma Costa-Pinto, from Bessaghali in India, speaking on education

Sr. Margaret Fyfe, Diocesan Director of Caritas Australia
Fr Andy Hamilton SJ on asylum seekers.

Other social justice projects TWIG has been involved with have included:

· Sponsoring two Ethiopian refugees

· The signing of the Aboriginal Reconciliation Sorry Book

· The “Fair Wear” campaign for fair wages for home workers in the clothing and footwear trades

· The submission to the Bishops survey on the Participation of Women in the Catholic Church

· “Something to Declare” a performance by “Actors for Refugees”

· “Radio Show” performed by Peter Philp and colleagues

Film Nights - “A Glimpse of Africa”, “Romero”, “Fistula Hospital, Ethiopia,” “Water in Tanzania”

· Signing petitions for a range of justice issues

· “Make Poverty History” community forum

· Collection of food for refugee groups

TWIG Sunday (usually in October each year) is a day in the parish’s calendar set aside for the group to raise awareness of a current social justice issue and raise funds for the community involved. We also have a Christmas “Care and Share Appeal” which provides an opportunity for parishioners to give generously at Christmas masses to those in need around the world. TWIG has, also, taken responsibility for managing the relationship the parish has with the Aboriginal community, in particular through the covenant made with the Aboriginal Catholic Ministry during the Message Stick campaign. 

TWIG continues its work with the support of the parish, there is still a founding member, Evelyn Diradji, on the committee.  This year the group is hoping to raise the awareness of the plight of asylum seekers and refugees. Meetings are open to all and visitors are welcome.  There is no need to have special skills or knowledge of social justice issues to be a part of the group, just a concern for people who don’t have the opportunity to live in a just society.

SOME OF THE PROJECTS TWIG HAS CONTRIBUTED TOWARDS INCLUDE:

Papua New Guinea:  Water tanks for a village

Sri Lanka:    
     Training centre for girls

India:

     Goat farming project

Uganda:
 Primary Health Care Project

Ghana:

     Farming Co-operative

Australia:
     Aboriginal Health

Liberia:                Girls Training School

Ethiopia:
     Emergency Drought Relief

Brazil:

     Women’s Self-help Project

Philippines:  
     Village Fertilizer Scheme

Indonesia:
     Rehabilitation Centre

Palm Island
     Parish Church

Namibia:
     School sports aid 

Bosnia:
      Moira Kelly’s aid work

Rwanda:
      Widows community centre

East Timor:
     Boroondara Kindergarten

Sudan:

     Food crisis relief

North Korea:
Famine relief

West Papua:
Education and development centre roof

Bangladesh:
Flood relief

Ethiopia:
Fistula Hospital

Afghanistan:    Refugee assistance

Colombia:
Human Rights Centre

 South Africa
WARMTH Community Kitchens

Fiji:
Emergency aid through Columban Mission

Democratic Republic of Congo: Education

Bolivia:
Dr. Marie Therese, Cochabamba health service

Botswana:
Sr. Frances Boston – children with AIDS

Kerala, India:
Trappadam Mission – care for disabled & ill

Kenya:
Vanessa Grant School -Special Needs Children

Tanzania:            Water Supply Scheme and Medical Clinic

Peru:
Women’s co-operative for handicraft exports

Bougainville:
Humanitarian Assistance and medical aid

